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A pan cover made of ice (written by Xié Caifa)

Old Brother Monkey wanted to cook some vegetables. But he used a chunk of ice he had just cut as a cover for his
pan. Fire being part of the cooking equation, the situation went awry. The pan cover went into thin air and became

quite a huge cloud. Brother Monkey who couldn’t believe his eyes grabbed his head with both hands.

Notes

e  Focus more on how words and groups of words are formed in Chinese when studying nursery rhymes.
Familiarize yourself with the pinyin transcription as well.

° ‘gj‘ is an appellation. Although the meaning of this character is “elder brother,” the person you call ‘gj‘ might
not necessarily have any family relationship with you.

« Jlisa cutifying particle (see Level 1 Course 4 Lesson 6 on Cutifying Particles) used as a suffix for certain

characters and does not necessarily carry any particular meaning.
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Miss Silkworm

Miss Silkworm is white and fat. She makes a small mulberry leaf her flowery bed. She spits silvery threads of silk to

make her own clothes. And when she puts them on, how beautiful she is!

Notes

Notice the structure VERB / OBJECT +f + OBJECT in order to say “to make something from something.”

° ﬁ 7;t\ means TO RISE but is used figuratively here.

o ‘ﬁ% means GOOD but can also mean VERY when placed before an adjective.



@ginese Q/\uvsevx ygxmes

X B R

X B R, KRB K
X T & R~ Z M.
b = S N - L =

K T @ & R A

Big Feet are Big
Big feet are big, big feet are big,when it rains on a cloudy day | have no fear. Big feet are a good thing, yes a good
thing, because when it rains on a cloudy day, | never slip and fall.

Notes

«  The verb TO BE is missing in B K
e The negative 7(\ is inserted between the verb Jf$ and the result fé'] For more on negatives, see Level 1

Course 4 Lesson 8 — Negative Particles.
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Big Head
Big head, big head, does it rain? | don’t care! People have umbrellas, but | have my big head!

Notes

e The adjective is placed before the noun.
4_,\

° is an accurate pictogram of an umbrella.
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One Big Pill of Medecine

Once there was a little dainty one who was a finicky eater. She used to give all her bits of cabbage to Daddy, and all
her radishes to Granny. She wouldn’t eat purple eggplants, she wouldn’t eat kidney bean samosas, she wouldn’t eat

this, she wouldn’t eat that. In the end, she had to swallow one big pill of medicine.

Notes

o 7FLJ- means TO HAVE but when placed at the start of a sentence, it means THERE IS or THERE ARE.

. %‘fé’ is pronounced baba. The second ba has no tone because it uses the neutral tone. For more on

neutral tone, see Level 1 Course 2 Lesson 4 — Pinyin Notations.
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Tiny Tiny Worm

Tiny worms can climb, tiny chicks can screech, tiny dogs can bark, tiny birds can fly, du, du, du, du, fly past by, fly

into Granny’s house.

Notes

° 2 is placed before the noun.
° 7]‘ placed before —’5— lets us know that the grandmother is from the mother’s side. 7]\ means OUTSIDE.

In Chinese culture, the father’s line is the more important one and is therefore considered as INSIDE.
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Free the Eggs (written by Péng Tianxi)

Alas, no eggs in the bird’s nest anymore! Mama Bird cries, Papa Bird shouts. So | put the birds’ eggs back into the

nest. Mama Bird and Papa Bird appreciate it very much.

Notes

° /Srt is the negative for the verb TO HAVE. For more on negatives, see Level 1 Course 4 Lesson 8.

e Notice the structure JJ}ES+ OBJECT + VERB which is the equivalent of VERB + OBJECT

1
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Seawater (written by Liu Raomin)

Big sea, big sea, | ask you: why are you that salty?

The big sea replied with a smile: because fishermen sweat.
Big sea, big sea, | ask you: how come you are blue?

The big sea replied with a smile: | have the sky in my heart.

Notes

sz

° 75‘ is the equivalent of the English —ing.

X )
e 4 means TO ANSWER. =] 4~ means TO REPLY.
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Black Mud, Yellow Mud (written by Jiang Yingwu)

Black mud, yellow mud, my uncle on the farm likes it. He sows not only wheat, but also beans. He plants not only

saplings but also flowers.
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The Tiger King Goes for a Photowalk (written by Féng Youjun)
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Great Tiger, Lord of the Mountains, is out on a photo walk with his camera. He wants to shoot a little cat, but the little
kitty is so frightened she climbs up a tree. He wants to shoot a little bunny, but the little bunny is so scared he rushes
into a hole. He wants to shoot a big goose, but the big goose dives into the river out of fear. He wants to shoot a

small bird, but the terrified bird flies up into the sky... Great Tiger runs in all directions in haste, trying to take a picture,

but in the end he couldn’t take any photograph.

Notes

o P& means TO SHINE but associated with 7}‘5 becomes TO TAKE (a picture). The verb TO SHINE is
descriptive of the technical process of taking a picture.

e  Familiarize yourself with some of the most common Chinese punctuation marks suchas *** *** or o
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